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IQ.  (C)  Africa  Watcher  conveyed  ref tel  demarche  to  MFA  AF  DAS  for  East 
Africa  Helene  Le  Gal  on  November  8.  Le  Gal  commented  that  France 
agreed 

on  the  need  to  support  U/SYG  Pascoe ' s efforts  and  to  allow  space  for 
the 

parties  alone,  as  signatories  of  the  Algiers  Agreements,  to  decide 
the 

effect  of  and  whether  to  implement  the  EEBC 1 s virtual  demarcation 
decision . 

12.  (C)  Maintaining  that  American  and  French  views  were  similar,  Le 
Gal 

expressed  dissatisfaction  with  the  plan  of  the  Eritrea-Ethiopia 
Boundary 

Commission  (EEBC)  for  virtual  demarcation  of  the  border  by  map 
coordinates 

at  the  end  of  November.  Le  Gal's  core  objection  was  that  the  EEBC, 
which 

she  called  a valuable  independent  instrument,  intended  to  disband 
after 

virtual  demarcation.  Without  the  EEBC,  there  would  be  a need  either 
to 

reinvent  it  by  establishing  a new  international  body  or  some  sort  to 
monitor  the  crisis  or  else  the  Security  Council  itself  would  need  to 
play 

a more  frontline  role,  which  could  further  escalate  tensions.  It  was 
unlikely,  however,  that  the  French  delegation  would  voice  criticisms 
of 

the  EEBC  plan  when  the  UNSC  meets  to  consider  the  situation. 
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